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Greetings to all the saints in Christ Jesus. It is 12.00 am now as I ponder what to write 
to fill up this one page before the dateline or deadline? There are all kinds of articles by 
many contributors, long and short, in this issue. If you like reading them, may I request 
that you go up to the writers and give them an encouraging word. Indeed, some of them 

- . 	 may be burning the midnight oil to churn out articles month after month, wondering if it 
has touched lives or changed anything. 

I thank my team for their support but I must admit that my schedule is so tight that I can 
hardly spare time to edit their work. Therefore if there are any errors, please excuse us. 

The Multi-Purpose Hall building project has managed to raised more than 50% of the 
required funding and thus the remainder of funds will be drawn down from the previous 
year's Building Fund balance. However, the Treasurer hopes that these funds channeled 
for the MPH building project is not drawn out from the usual Christmas offering. Our 
current surplus is very small considering all the activities and expenses, which we expect 
to spend at the yearend, for example all the camps, VWO (Voluntary Welfare 
Organisation) and staff bonus. Even as the Treasurer struggles to control the expenses, 
he requests the members to provide the income. . 

Let me end with this quotation: "Anything that dims my vision of Christ, or takes away 
my taste for Bible study, or cramps my prayer life, or makes Christian work difficult, is 
wrong for me, and I must, as a Christian, twn away from it." (J Wilbur Chapman) At 
times like this (12.25 am), I think I must drop one of my hats or face burn out. 



fEFLEC fIlMS OM 

Daniel was written in the context of 
Judah's deportation to Babylon, in the 
light of her calling as God's holy nation 
and a blessing to the nation (Gen 12:1­
3). Even though Israel was created for 
God's redemptive purposes, Gentile 
nations have dominated a major part of 
her history until the time God 
established His Kingdom under 
Messiah. Daniel providecl many 
lessons on how to live In a godless 
society. 

In the opening verse of the book, we 
see how God allowed Nebuchadnezzar 
to lay siege to Jerusalem and rob her 
temple treasury. From the opening 
;::hapter of the book, we meet Daniel a 
young handsome man, from the royal 
family of Judah to at least a noble man. 
Daniel had an aptitude for learning and 
was well Informed, quick to learn and 
was qualified to serve in 
Nebuchadnezzar's palace. Daniel went 
subject to an all out effort to reprogram 
and reshape their thinking. in a pagan 
humanistic environment. During this 
time Daniel received "knowledge and 
understanding of all kinds of literature 
and learning" of the Babylonians for 
three years and was able to 
·understand visions and dreams of all 
kinds: He was personally tested by 
Nebuchadnezzar. passed the test and 
entered into the King's service. Daniel 
had three outstanding friends, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Daniel 
and his friends were probably 
teenagers and were most likely 
separated from their parents. 

Verse 8 of Chapter 1 tells us the 
"Daniel resolved not to defile himself 

with the royal food and wine". While 
we are not told the reason, it would 
probably be that they were religiously 
unclean and violated the Old 
Testament food laws as well as being 
the product of pagan sacrificial use. 
This speaks of Daniel character; he 
was faithful to God even after this 
country was conquered and he lost 
everything including his freedom and 
was forced into exile in a foreign land. 
Daniel and his friends were given new 
names, which not only disassociated 
themselves from a godly heritage but 
actually aligned then with false religion 
and idolatry and pagan gods. Most 
people can be faithful when things go 
well; Daniel was faithful when almost 
everything went wrong. 

Daniel teaches us about convictions 
and how he lived it out. Daniel 
"resolved in his heart" and the Bible 
tells us that he worked through the 
channels of authority. Daniel "asked 
the chief officer for permission not to 
defile himself this way." Daniel had the 
courage to speak to a high official on a 
matter of religion. Would we dare 
speak to higher secular authority on 
matter pertaining to our faith? Imagine 
how the king could have felt of some 
one rejected food fit for royalty, this 
could be seen as an insult and outright 
ingratitude. The chief officer rejected 
Daniels request, Daniel appealed to the 
guard. with an offer of a test. Daniel 
was tactful and did not give up when he 
failed at first. He displayed leadership 
as he acted as a spokesman for 
Hananiah and the others. Just like 
Martin Luther stood by his convictions 
and declared "Here I stand, I can do no 
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other" we need to trust that God is able 
to work through pagan and secular 
authorities. Convictions do not mean 
that we do not need to work with 
sensitivity, tact and respect. 

Just as Nebuchadnezzar sought to 
pressure Daniel and his friends to 
compromise, the world around us 
persistently seek to lure us to its 
standards. We are called to be 
different as we belong to Christ. It Is 
sometimes easy to excuse ourselves in 
our thought life and action because of 
the world we live in and allow the world 
to define our standards rather than with 
God Himself. Daniel decision to be 
obedient resulted in a long life of 
faithful service to God. Devotion to 
God is something that we always have 
to maintain and nourish. Like Daniel 
we need to develop a God-centred 
devotion. This practice of godliness 
requires disciplines that focus on God. 
Christian character and conduct require 
consistent God centred devotions, 
taking time and effort to know his word, 
walk with him and develop a close 
relationship with Him. This comes back 
to spirituality, developing our inner 
being and being sensitive to the 
stirrings of the Holy Spirit. Those who 
head the Spirituality talk can certainly 
related to the importance of having a 
good devotional life and developing a 
close walk with out heavenly Father. 

How We. Came. To 

Kl1owGOD 


(Testimonies from JE CG) 

God works differently in the lives of 
different individuals. The following 
testimonies bear this out, as our 
Christian brothers and sisters in the JE 
Care Group tell us how they 
encountered God and accepted Jesus as 
their personal Lord and Saviour. 

Lillian & Beng Chin 

Lillian - As a youth, I was very much 
involved in the YFC (Youth For 
Christ) and I accepted the LORD at the 
Billy Graham Crusade in Singapore 
with full conviction to follow the Lord 
- NO TURNING BACK! 

Beng Chin - I came down from 
Seremban, Malaysia, to do my studies 
in the Local U. I was very much alone 
with personal struggles. Eventually, 
through the interaction with Christian 
colleagues & students in the 
workplace, I found and accepted Jesus 
as my Personal Lord and Saviour. 

Tony & Susan 

Tony Koh - It was through a science 
teacher who provided the answer to 
many of my life questions on who I am 
and how the hwnan being came about 
that I was introduced to GOD and my 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. My faith was 



further strengthened through my 
involvement with the BB in my youth. 

Susan - It was through Jose Macdonn 
at a Successful Living Seminar 
organized by Campus Crusade that I 
was introduced by my brother to the 
Christian faith and to accepting the 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ 

Roy & Juria 

Roy - It was when I met a serious 
industrial accident that I decided to get 
baptized and accepted the sovereignty 
of the Lordship. 

Juria - I came to know Christ through 
my circle of Christian Friends in 
school 

Jim & Michelle 

Jim - It was in Malaysia 'IJ So readers and 
(Telok Anson, now friends, we see 
known as Telok Intan) how God works 
where I accepted Christ differently in each 
after watching a magic of us. Do share 
show. with us your 

encounter with 
Michelle - Through my 
GB involvement in my youth, I found 
my faith in Christ and thereafter began 
faithfully serving the Lord in this 
ministry. 

Soon Eong & Ewe Ewe 

Soon Eong - A caring sister shared 
CHRlST with me. I had thought that 

Christians were weak and needed to 
hold on to their faith like some sort of 
crutches. However, through this caring 
sister, I accepted the Lord. 

Ewe Ewe - My brother brought me to 
Christ through the Navigator Series. 

Our Very Own Senior Pastor, 
Rev. Martin Vee 

My neigbhour taught me to c1inlb up 
the roof to put up a radio antenna and 
thereby I was able to receive various 
broadcast programmes. I soon got 
interested in FEBC Christian Radio 
Broadcasting. I wrote in for various 
series of books and got impressed, 
especially on how GOD worked in 
Moses' Life. Thereafter I found ther ' Christian faith. 

GOD. I am sure 
that there are more . unique ways in 
which GOD reaches out to us. 
However God works differently in us, 
He is the same God, unconditional 
loving God who reaches out to us. At 
the foot of Calvary - ALL ARE 
EQUAL. 

Tcmy Kch 



A man was 
sleeping at night in his•5•tI cabin when suddenly his 

room filled with light, and God p. lJ 
• appeared. The Lord told the man he had 

work for him to do, and showed him a large rock in 
front of his cabin. The Lord explained that the man 
was to push against the rock with all his might. So, 
this the man did, day after day. For many years he 

toiled from sun up to sun down, his shoulders set squarely against the cold, massive 
surface of the unmoving rock, pushing with all of his might. Each night the man 
returned to his cabin sore and worn out, feeling that his whole day had been spent in 
vain. Since the man was showing discouragement, the Adversary (Satan) decided to 
enter the picture by placing thoughts into the weary mind: "You have been pushing 
against that rock for a long time, and it hasn't moved;" Thus, he gave the man the 
impression that the task was impossible, and that he was a failure. These thoughts 
discouraged and disheartened the man. Satan said, "Why kill yourself over this? Just 
put in your time, giving just the minimum effort; and that will be good enough." 
That's what the weary man planned to do, but decided to make it a matter of prayer 
and to take his troubled thoughts to the Lord. 

"Lord," he said, "I have labored long and hard in your service, putting all my 
strength to do that which you have asked. Yet, after all this time, I have not even 
budged that rock by half a millimeter? What is wrong? Why am I failing?" The Lord 
responded compassionately, "My child, when I asked you to serve Me and you 
accepted, I told you that your task was to push against the rock with all of your 
strength, which you have done. Never once did I mention to you that I expected you 
to move it. Your task was to push. Now you come to Me with your strength spent, 
thinking that you have failed. But, is that really so? Look at yourself. Your arms are 
strong and muscled, your back sinewy and brown; your hands are callused from 
constant pressure, your legs have become massive and hard. Through opposition you 
have grown much, and your abilities now surpass those you once had. True, you 
haven't moved the rock. But your calling was to be obedient and to push and to 
exercise your faith and trust in My wisdom. That you have done. Now, my child, I 
will move the rock." 

At times, when we hear a word from God, we tend to use our own intellect 
to try to decipher what He wants, when actually what God wants is just a simple 
obedience and faith in Him? By all means, exercise the faith that moves mountains, 
but know that it is still God who moves mountains. 



wrong, justWhen everything seems to go 

P.U.S.H. 
When the job gets you down, just P.U.S.H. 

When people don't react the way you think 

they should, just P.U.S.H. 

When your money is "gone" and the 


bills are due,justP.U.S.H. 


When people don't understand you, 


justP.U.S.H. 

Pray 
Until 

Something 
Happens. 

(From all email message. original author unknown) 



After reading '1'110 NOC8SSIt~ of PPB'ROP by E.M. Bounds" I 
wish to share some pointers and provoking thoughts mentioned in this book. 

Chapter I Prayer and Faith 

Whenever a study of the principles of prayer is made, lessons concerning faith must 
accompany it. Faith is the essential quality in the heart of any man who desires to 
communicate with God. 

Prayer is actually faith claiming and taking hold of its natural immeasurable inheritance. 

ONLY God can move mountains, butfai/h and prayer Move God. 

Questions (or us all : Is your faith growing or declaring as the years go by ? 

Answer: __~_____________________________________ 

The question our Lord asked in Luke 18:8 " When the son of man cometh" He asks "shall 
He find faith on the earth?" 

, 	 We believe that He will and it is our job today to see to it that the lamp of faith is trimmed 
and burning. until He carnes. 

Faith is the foundation of Christian Character and the security of the Soul. 

Faith is kept alive by prayer. Faith lives in the present. It lives day by day and scatters all 
fears for tomorrow. 

Faith brings great peace of mind and perfect peace ofheart. Victory today is the assurance of 
victory tomorrow. 

We must trust God today and leave tonwrrow entirely wiih Him. The present is ours, the 
future belongs to God. 

I hope the Chapter 1 on Prayer and Faith gives you the desire to look forward to my sharing 
on Chapter 2 Prayer that gets results. Altematively if you can't wait to read it yourself can 
always go and grab one so that you will not get to miss the more important facts and thoughts 
mentioned in the book. 

God Bless 

rmc-teLL.e Lee 
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Computer classes teach kids at a 
Jurong kindergarten simple yet 
significant lessons of life, such as 
how to cross the road safely. by 
Radha Basu, October 16, 2002 

Six-year-olds Oanielle Ong and Jessica 
Tee are experts on road safety these 
days. 

'We should always try to use overhead 
bridges or underpasses 

education services provider 
Ednovation. 

''The games are easy to play and fun, 
and we get to learn useful things - we 
should not play with fire and that we 
must fonn a queue while we wait for 
the slide," pointed out Chee Yi Xing, 6. 

Learning life-skills 

Mr Tan Meng Kwang, a vice-president 
at Ednovation who is in charge of 
online curriculum development, 

elaborated on thewhile crossing the road," 
programme. said the soft-spoken 

Danielle. 
"Studies have shown that 
pre-schoolers like learning Danielle's dassmate, 
about things they areJessica, added: "And jf 
familiar with, such as thethat's not possible, we 
home and the school. We should wait for the 
designed the curriculum ingreen man to appear at 
such a way that they learn traffic lights before we 
not just IT skills but life­cross." She furiously 
skills as well, such as howclicked on a desktop 
to remain safe."mouse as she navigated 

a virtual road. 
The children dearly love 

The children, both K2 pupils at Jurong 
Christian Church Kindergarten, have 
more than their mothers to thank for 
their confidence and keen knowledge. 
At their bi-weekly computer classes, 
they have a chance to put their safety 
lessons into practice in a virtual 
environment. 

In their computer class, the kids have 
been learning not just about road 
safety, but about safety concepts at 
home, in the classroom and at the 
playground, in the form of short, 
engaging online games, devised by 

the classes, and become very involved 
in the game. 

At a recent game on fire safety, some 
nursery kids began crying when they 
clicked the incorrect icons and the 
house on the screen "burnt down." 

IT teacher Ginny Lau said : "On such 
occasions, I have to reassure them that 
it's only a game, and if they practise 
long enough, they can get it right." 

JCCK News 
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3aturday, 21st September 2002. 

A good turnout of people for a 

church meeting on a Saturday night. 

Maybe it is because it has been a 

long time since we last had a "Pot 

Blessed" party in JCC. There was 

an over abundance of food of many 

varieties and the people had to go 

for seconds and even third helpings 

to finish all the food. 


After the meal, the adults adjourned 

to rooms 4 and 5 for a talk on Christian Spirituality by Mr. 

Chong Ser Choon , a lecturer from Singapore Bible College. 

In part one of the seminar, Mr. Chong gave the goal of 

Christian Spirituality: 


1 . I ntimacy with God 
2. Christlikeness 
3. Authentic Christian life 

He also gave us a brief introduction to the 
book "Celebration of Discipline" by 
Richard Foster. 

At the end of the seminar, the people 
proceeded down again to clear what's left 
of the food and enjoyed some mooncakes, lanterns and fellowship. 



Sunday 29th September 2002. 

Were you there when JCC 
launched the Cell Groups? 
Many years from now, ,if we 
look back to today, we may 
realise that it is a 

watershed1 day in JCC. This is the day we decided to cross the Jordan into the Promised 
Land as Pastor Yee described it. 

The very day before this event (Saturday), I brought my wife for a medical checkup. The 
doctor gave his prognosis2 that if not controlled, the pressure on her eyes may lead to 
blindness. This put her into a great depression and she could not sleep the whole night 
which meant I was awake most of the night tool. In fact, most of the regular members of 
my care group were down with some kind of illness and were not able to make it to church 
that Sunday. In my struggle with God, I wondered if He was trying to tell me something. I 
do not have the answer at this moment. When I find out I will let you know. 

Many of the shepherds, especially myself, feel very inadequate to take on such a heavy 
responsibility. However we feel that by the help of God, we can face the giants that are 
before us and prevail. We are not alone as many of the members are willing to move 
along with the JCC vision. We pray that God will grant us the grace to lead us all to 
higher ground. 

I have some good news. Today (Monday), my wife went to SGH and the doctors 
confirmed that the pressure in her eyes are back to normal. Indeed God is good to us. 
Thank God. 

I look forward to leading the Jurong West Cell Group although with much trepidation3 but I 
know that I have the support of my elders-in-Chrlst and together we will bring up the 
younger Christians to a greater level of spirituality. May God guide us. 

By now most, if not all, the cell groups have already met at least once. Soon we will all be 
ready to begin the lessons which we hope will bring us to the vision of JCC and that is to 
glorify God through a life of True Discipleship and Disciplemaking. If you are still on the 
fringe, do not tarry. Find a cell group to join. There are groups meeting on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. At least one of these days must be suitable for you. 

I watershed 11 turning point in events or attitudes 
2 prognosis 11 forecast as to the outcome of a disease 
3 trepidation 11 fear, nervous alarm 

















is lost by the writing (or speaking) efforts because God uses such human 
willingness to submit to His leading as the channel of His blessings to the 
human owners of the efforts too! The accompanying message p.u.sa (from 
another email I received) speaks to us verily that oft times we find ourselves 
pushing and pushing a big rock ofproblems in the Church with seemingly no 
result to show, thinlcing that we have failed, yet in I!ality our perception 
makes plain how we let ourselves down by our failure to observe our "strong 
and muscled arms" , oor "brown and sinewy backs" , etc. My own experience 
of pushing the pen has brought me callused fingers, and working the mouse 
has numbed them. Nevertheless, I feel that God has an important message: 

It is good to read the Bible, beneficial to pay 
attention to God's Word elucidated by His 
servants, wonderful to pray for revelations; 
but God reveals much more about H is will for 
us through ou r personal journeys of discovery 
as we labour as mere servants compared to 
kings cocooned in palatial comforts. 

If anyone wants to know the will of God, making personal journeys 
of discovery cannot be left out of his endeavour. One cannot be a couch 
potato with a Wallanan playing anything Christian for the ears, eyes poring 
over every word in the Bible, and hope to be able to stand up and shout, 
''Eureka, I now behold God's will for me!" In deciding on one's personal 
journey of discovery, one must be prepared for some risks of the unknown. 
Peter Chao, Founder President of Eagles Communications, writing in the 
Aug-Sep issue of VANTAGEPOINT said this when referring to leading 
fulfilled lives by pouring ourselves into a cause that is greater and beyond 
ourselves: "When I am true to who I am, I am free to take risks to fulfill the 
purpose of my life, and consequently, I am able to enjoy contentment and be 
at peace with God and myself." 

On a lighter note, Charlotte said" in half (or three-quarter) jest that 
no one can make money by writing in Singapore, whether you are trained to 
do it or not." Let me add half (or a quarter) to make the jest whole. Writing is 



an art, not a science, so writers are artists. It is a well-known fact that many 
works of artists would not even catch a glance by anybody even as the artists 
labour on with more works. (In other words, nobody attaches much value to 
the artists' efforts.) However, once the artists pass on, their works 
posthumously suddenly become collectors' treasures. People are funny, aren't 
they? © or®? 

Back to a serious point, regardless of whcre we choose to serve God, 
we share a common hope of being with one another for a common purpose of 
edifYing by our services. We do not work at cross purposes, neither do we 
compartmentalize ourselves with the thought that we know best and others are 
best shut out from disturbing our peace and testing our patience. The church 
can function effcctively if we see ourselves like cogs in separate wheels 
that are always engaged with one another in order for the machinery to 
run. Regular oiling is needed, but if one wheel impatient for the master's oil 
decides to tell another wheel to fly off because it is grating uneasily and 
noisily along, very soon one wheel after another takes flight for the same 
reason of feeling hindrance. The remaining wheels can continue to tum with 
the machinery producing no yield. This is why I hope that readers do not see 
The Vine as an out-of-place piece of antique in the overall equipping of the 
Church. (Same thing, do not see any other ministry as dispensable!) The 
Vine is one wheel that wants to engage with other wheels in the Church. 
Whoever you arc and whatcver your station in the Church, may you see the 
ministries as the wheels and the ministry team members as the cogs. Those 
who do not belong to any wheel can still see themselves as the bolts and nuts 

holding the wheels in their places. Please do not disengage 
yourselves from your useful functions! 
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